
A3x=iES CONTROL 
XJTGOING LTA NO 
--vu.- 

EB4&# ROCrXYFArn - ' h ~ a _ 6 ' _ 1  
a EGLG ROCKY Fun# HC. 

ROCW furs PCAHT, P 0 BOX 464. GOLDEN, COLORADO 804024464 (303 

March 30, 1992 

I 

I Robert M Nelson, Jr 
Manager 
DOE, RFO 

ELEVATED ALPHA ACTIVITY LEVELS REPORTED BY COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
(CDH) SAMPLER 0-4 - JMK-0225-92 

As presented at the Feb~ary 25,1992, Monthly State Exchange Meeting, radtobgical ambient air 
sampling conducted by the Cobrado Department of Health (CDH) indtcated elevated Wels of gross 
alpha vahw Specifically, twc CEL! samples for location M (see attachment 1 0), n8ar the southeast 
comer of the main plant security area, were elevated for the sampling periods January 24 through 
January 28, (0 024 si/@) and January 28 through January 31 (0 038 p C V ~ )  The concentrattons are 
about five to ten times higher than the typcal measurements at this and most other Rocky Flats 
kcattons Gross beta activity concentrattons were at normal levels The measurements are assocfated 
wtth abovenormal partffllates collected on the sample filers, the radtoactivlty concentrattons per gram 
of partlculates appeared typlcal k m m e  radtoactivtty concentrattons at other onslte locations and at 
the Rocky flats Plant penmeter locattons were wtthin typical ranges, indlcating a localized reskpenslon 
phenomenon CDH indicated in their Monthly Report that there is no reason to believe that there is any 
imminent hazard to etther RFP empbyees or to the offsite population 

My Enwronmental Management staff has evaluated this sduatnn and agrees wtth CDH's determinatton 
on hazard potential and that these elevated measurements are possibly due to localued resuspension 
Airborne radtoactivtty concentrattons at other onstte locations and at the Rocky Flats Plant penmeter 
locations were wtthin typtcal ranges Average wind speed dunng this time p e d  was 7 5 miles per hour 
and is not constdered a mapr factor in this event 

Work crews conducting vartous remediatan program acttvtties in the 903 P a w 1  Hillstde areas follow a 
stnct protocol to minimue dust resuspension from their acttvttles The Plan for Preventton of 
Contamnant Dispersion (PPCD) ts an actwe pmgram for all Operable Untl (OU) Work Plans India1 
reviews indtcate that the PPCD was being folbwed during the time p e d  in questton Both 
subcontractors performing work in the vtcindy of OU-1 and OU-2 have been reminded to folbw all dust 
suppression efforts as outlined in the PPCD 
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CDH is performing plutonium-spectftc analyses on the samples in questton, and samples from nearby 
RFP sites are currently undergoing plutonium-specifc analyses by our Building 123 onsite laboratory 
These data sets wtll be compared when results are available and will be subsequently provlded for your 
review 

CLASSlFlCATiOEJ 

SGNATU 
ersh, Awociate General Manager 

Environmental and Waste Management 

C# 

1 
RJC aym 

Org and 1 cc - R M Nelson, Jr 

ADMlN RECORD Attachment 
As Stated 

i I 

v 
-- w 

Y 



I 

\ 

' 

0 
4 


